
Configuring the Astra 
theme customiser and 
using it with Elementor

A QR code wil l  be provided at the 
end of the presentation that wi l l  

enable you to download this  
presentation



Astra is one of the most popular themes available
 Astra currently has over 2.5m installed sites, and a  5-star 

rating from over 6,000 reviews

 The free version has a customiser that allows a non-
woocommerce website to be designed easily (and some 
basic knowledge of HTML helps even more)

 It has good performance, with low javascript overhead

 The pro version has features for WooCommerce, and a 
theme builder

 There are 300+ designer-made website Templates available 
for purchase

For a review of Astra look at 
https://www.cloudways.com/blog/astra-wordpress-theme-
review/

This presentation only looks at the free version (not using a 
template).

It is my default theme

9/04/2025 Peter Edwards web development 2



After installing Astra, the first step is to setup the customiser
 When you use the free version of Astra, there are default settings for colours and 

fonts, but you should assume that you are working with a blank slate. 
Alternatively, you can buy a template design if you prefer to start with something 
that is predesigned. 

 The Astra customiser free version has features that allow you to configure:
1. The site identity – logo and favicon
2. Site colour scheme
3. Site fonts (typography)
4. Header design
5. Menu design
6. Footer design
7. Button design
8. Additional CSS
 The single post (blog) and page design features are limited in the free version.

 Astra has a set of online courses that cover the customiser setup – see 
https://wpastra.com/docs/astra-theme-walkthrough/ (there are 12 lessons in the series)

 This presentation will give an overview of items 2-6 above. I regularly use these 
features for customers who want to setup a low-cost site. 
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Global / Colours 

 The Global colour settings allow you to 
setup a palette of 9 colours. Those colours 
are then available for you to easily pick as 
you build the pages.
 This is more colours than many other themes. 

Elementor only allows you to configure 4 
colours

 Once your colour palette is established 
you define the default colours to be used 
for headings, body text, borders and links 
(these can be overwritten with html)

 You can also set a background colour for 
the site, or for content (which excludes 
the header and footer).
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Global / Typography

 The typography settings 
allow you to choose font 
family, font weight, font 
size, line height and font 
spacing for body and 
heading text.

 You can then customise 
that for each heading 
level

 You can also customise 
the paragraph bottom 
margin and whether links 
should be underlined
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Header Builder

 The Header Builder free version contains 
a number of widgets that cover the most 
common scenarios for headers. This 
includes:
 Site title & logo

 Primary menu

 Button

 Search
 HTML blocks
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Header Builder / Primary Menu / Design

The menu style can be customised with:

 The transform effect when you hover

 The text colour for normal, hover and 
active items

 The font family, size and weight

 The spacing
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Footer Builder

 There are a number of widgets available 
in the footer builder, but I normally use 
the HTML blocks, and the WordPress 
widgets (which can also be used to get 
HTML blocks) to insert the required footer 
content.
 The social block is monochrome and small, 

and you can achieve a much better result by 
uploading the social images that you want to 
use into the media library, and then using 
HTML.

9/04/2025 Peter Edwards web development 8



Using Astra with Elementor

 Many page builders do not include options for setting the web site colours and typography - but 
Elementor does. In my opinion, the colour and typography options in Astra are better than 
Elementor, so I turn off the Elementor colour and typography options when using it with Astra

 Go to Elementor General settings and change the appropriate settings:
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Some websites built with Astra free …
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Land & Building Valuations (in construction)
https://dev1.landandbuildingvals.com.au/

FAWNA NSW (has a bit more complex heading)
https://fawna.org.au/

My website (uses HTML for the social media link in the footer 
Instead of relying on widgets)

https://peweb.com.au/



This presentation is available for download at …
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https://peweb.com.au/visual-composer-367/


