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Background

• The website: 
oWattle Gum Home School – www.wattlegumhs.com.au
oprovides curated educational resources to  

homeschooling families (members), including a listing 
of 1,900 educational books. 

• The requirement:
oBuild searchable book lists by age group, subject, 

curriculum, etc. Off-the-shelf solutions were not 
suitable (insufficient taxonomy fields)



Detailed Requirements

• 8 taxonomy (category / tag) fields were required
• Book lists had to be displayed in a table format –

not a posts grid (easier for customers to view)
• Links to be provided on where each book can be 

purchased
• Website owner is not highly technical and wanted a 

solution that she could design



Solution part 1 -

• Astra free theme was used
• WooCommerce provides:

oBook (product) image
oDescription fields
oFunctionality for external affiliate links
oOne Category field

• Does not provide:
o The required taxonomy fields
o Table listings



Solution part 2 -

• Can create Custom post types and Custom fields 
in pages, posts, products and custom posts. 
o It is a free plugin

• It was used for adding the additional taxonomy 
fields to Products:
 Subject
 Curriculum Codes
 Curriculums
 Illustrators

 Print Status
 Series
 Target Age
 Writers



Configuring the extra fields in Pods

Adding values to a 
taxonomy field is identical 
to adding category values



Solution part 3 -

• Allows you to build a product table with 
customised columns (instead of using the 
standard WordPress grid layout)

• Includes integration to the WooCommerce 
shopping cart (which was not used)

• This is a premium paid plugin



Product Table 
Configuration

Tables are inserted onto 
pages using shortcodes

e.g. [product_table
category="wgc-year-3-

geography"]



The result … The book listing for a subject



The result … A sample book description



Alternate Components for the solution

1. WooCommerce vs a Custom Post type
2. Pods vs Secure Custom Fields (aka Advanced 

Custom Fields free)
3. Table listings: Alternate plugins include:

oAdmin Columns (for WooCommerce & custom posts)
oNinja Tables (for WooCommerce & custom posts)
oBarn2 Posts Table Pro (if custom posts are used)
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